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Administrative Information 
Provenance: Originally part of the independent Missionary Research Library, these 

records were moved with the MRL to the Brown Memorial Tower of Union 
Theological Seminary in 1929. In 1976 the records were accessioned to the 
Burke Library archives with the closure of the MRL. 

Access:  Archival papers are available to registered readers for consultation by 
appointment only. Please contact archives staff by email to 
burkearchives@library.columbia.edu, or by postal mail to The Burke Library 
address on page 1, as far in advance as possible 

 Burke Library staff is available for inquiries or to request a consultation on 
archival or special collections research. 

Access Restrictions: The collection is unrestricted to readers. Certain materials, however, are in 
a fragile condition, and this may necessitate restriction in handling and 
copying.   

Preferred Citation: Item description, MRL 12: Missionary Biographical Records, box #, and 
folder #, The Burke Library at Union Theological Seminary, Columbia 
University in the City of New York. 

 
 
History 
The Missionary Research Library was created by John R. Mott in 1914 after the World 
Missionary Conference, held in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1910. It was created in order to be not 
only a resource for missionaries, but a means to document the missionary movement. With 
funding from John D. Rockefeller, Mott stated, 
 

“We are now ready to go ahead full steam on the plan to secure the most complete and 
serviceable missionary library and archives in the world. I desire it to be thoroughly 
interdenominational, ecumenical and international. It should be made preeminently rich in 
source material.” 

 
It was located at the Madison Avenue headquarters of the Foreign Missionary Conference of 
North America. By the 1920s, funding was becoming scarcer; therefore it was moved to the 
Brown Tower of the Union Theological Seminary, New York City in 1929. 
 
The Library was an important center of information and research. Active missionaries would 
consult the material of the Missionary Research Library while on furlough. Much of the Library’s 
success was due to the director and librarian, Charles H. Fahs. Upon his retirement in 1948, the 
MRL’s financial difficulties continued until it was finally integrated as one with the Burke Library’s 
collections in 1967. In 2004, the Burke Library was fully integrated with the Columbia University 
Library System. 
 
Sources: 
Anderson, Gerald H. “To The Ends of the Earth: American Protestants in Pursuit of Mission.” A 

Century of Church History: The Legacy of Philip Schaff, edited by Henry W. Bowden, 
168-215. Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1988. 

mailto:burkearchives@library.columbia.edu
http://library.columbia.edu/locations/burke/staff.html
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Anderson, Gerald H. “Research Libraries in New York City Specializing in Christian Missions.” 
The Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 25, No. 4 (Aug. 1966), 733-736. 

Frame, Cynthia. “Missionary Research Library Collection: From Idea to Special Collection,” 
Union News, Summer 1998. 

Price, Frank W. “Specialized Research Libraries in Missions.” Library Trends 9 (2) 1960: Current 
Trends in Theological Libraries: 175-185. 

 
 
Collection Scope and Content Note 
The collection is organized alphabetically by last name of the person. Included in each folder are 
materials such as correspondence; diaries; historic graphics; and pamphlets. The collection has 
been kept in its original order as created by the MRL. MRL moved the folder on R. H. Nassau to 
MRL1: R.H. Nassau Papers. 
 
The amount of material in each folder can vary from one single item to many items. Please 
contact the archives staff at the Burke Library by phone, fax or email 
burkearchives@library.columbia.edu for more detailed information on what is contained in 
specific folders. 

 
 

Processing 
Materials were placed in new acid-free folders and boxes.  Photographs were separated from 
one another by interleaving with acid-free paper as needed. 
 
Further additions are possible as the unprocessed collections are completed. 
 
 
Further Sources 
There are many individuals in this collection which could have connections and records 
available at the Burke Library. For more information, please visit the Burke Library Archives 
website at http://library.columbia.edu/indiv/burke/archives.html or by contacting archives staff at 
burkearchives@library.columbia.edu.  
 

mailto:burkearchives@library.columbia.edu
http://library.columbia.edu/indiv/burke/archives.html
mailto:burkearchives@library.columbia.edu
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Contents list 
 
Series Box Folder Contents 
1 1 1 Guest Book 1 – Missionary Biographies 
1 1 2 Guest Book 2 – Missionary Biographies 
1 1 3 Biographical Sketches of Missionaries Principally of the American Baptist 

Foreign Mission Society Serving in Various Fields, compiled after 
1914 

1 1 4 “Heroism on the Mission Field” – Various Missionaries 
1 1 5 Missionaries of the New Haven Branch, Woman’s Board of Missions, 

compiled 1922 
1 1 6 Abel, Charles William, 1863 – 1930 (New Guinea) 
1 1 7 Allen, Young J., D.D., 1836 – [1907?] (China) 
1 1 8 Ambrose, Reverend T. L. (Persia) Nestorians 
1 1 9 Ament, William S., D.D., 1851 – 1909 (China) 
1 1 10 Amerman, James L., D.D., 1843 – 1928 (Japan) 
1 1 11 Andrews, Charles Freer, 1871 – 1940 (India) 
1 1 12 Ashmore, William, D.D., 1824 – 1909 (China) 
1 1 13 Ballagh, James H., D.D., 1832 – 1920 (Japan) 
1 1 14 Bashford, James Whitford, D.D., Bp., 1849 – 1919 (China) 
1 1 15 Beach, Miss Aura T. (Persia) Nestorians February 1860 
1 1 16 Bentley, William Holman, 1855 – 1905 (Africa) 
1 1 17 Bettelheim, Dr. Bernard Jean, 1811 – 1870 (Japan) 
1 1 18 Bickel, Luke W., 1866 – 1917 (Japan) 
1 1 19 Bixby, Josephine M., 1860 – 1907 (China) 
1 1 20 Bliss, Reverend Daniel, D.D., 1823 – 1916. President, Syrian Protestant 

College, Beirut, Syria 
1 1 21 Blodget, Henry, D.D., 1825 – 1903 (North China) 
1 1 22 Boegner, Alfred [Edouard], 1851 – 1912 
1 1 23 Bonnell, Cornelia Leavenworth, [18??] – 1916 (China) 
1 1 24 Bowen, Reverend George, [1816?] – 1888 (India) 
1 1 25 Bridgman, Frederick Brainerd, 1869 – 1925 (Africa) 
1 1 26 Bridgman, Henry Martyn, 1830 – 1896 (South Africa) 
1 1 27 Brockman, Frank M., [18??] – 1929 (Korea) 
1 1 28 Bronson, Maria, 1841 – 1874 (India) 
1 1 29 Brown, Margaret Helen, 1887 – [19??] (India) 
1 1 30 Brown, Reverend Nathan, D.D., 1807 – 1886 (Japan) 
1 1 31 Brown, Reverend Samuel Robbins, D.D., 1810 – 1880 (Japan) 
1 1 32 Brownlee, John, 1791 – 1871 (South Africa) 
1 1 33 Buck, Pearl Sydenstricker, 1892 – 1973 (China) 
1 1 34 Burns, William C., 1815 – 1868 (China) 
1 1 35 Cronkhite, Leonard Woolsey, D.D., 1856 – 1931 (Burma) 
1 1 36 Campbell, Alexander, 1788 – 1866 (Disciples of Christ) 
1 1 37 Carey, William, 1761 – 1834 (India) 
1 1 38 Ching-Yi, Dr. Cheng, D.D., 1880 – 1939 (China) 
1 1 39 Clark, Reverend Joseph, 1856 – 1830 (Congo) 
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Series Box Folder Contents 
1 1 40 Clough, John E., D.D., 1836 – 1910 (South India) 
1 1 41 Coan, Titus, 1801 – 1882 (Hawaii) 
 
1 2 1 Coillard, Reverend Francois, 1834 – 1904 (Africa) 
1 2 2 Coillard, Christina Mackintosh, 1829 – 1891 (Africa) 
1 2 3 Couling, Reverend Samuel, [1858?] – 1922 (China) 
1 2 4 Davis, Jerome Dean, D.D., 1838 – 1910 (Japan) 
1 2 5 Davis, Reverend John A., [18??] – 1897 (China) 
1 2 6 Dearing, John Lincoln, D.D., 1858 – 1916 (Japan) 
1 2 7 DeForest, John Kinney Hyde, 1844 – 1911 (Japan) 
1 2 8 Dennis, Dr. James S., [18??] – 1914 
1 2 9 Dodd, Mrs. Lydia Babbett 
1 2 10 Dorward, Adam, [18??] – 1888 (China) 
1 2 11 Downie, Mr. and Mrs. David (India) 
1 2 12 Draper, Reverend Gideon F. (Japan) 
1 2 13 Dubose, Hampden C., 1845 – 1910 (China) 
1 2 14 Duff, Alexander, D.D., 1806 – 1878 (India) 
1 2 15 Duncan, Samuel White, D.D., 1838 – 1898 
1 2 16 Edwards, George Kemp, M.D., [1889?] – 1919 
1 2 17 Egede, Hans Poulsen, 1686 – 1758 (Greenland) 
   Egede, Gertrudge, [16??] – 1735 
1 2 18 Eldred, Robert Ray (Africa) 
1 2 19 Evans, Jane G., 1839 – 1904 (China) 
1 2 20 Fairfield, Wynn C., D.D., 1886 – 1961 (China) 
1 2 21 Farquhar, John Nicol, 1861 – 1929 (India) 
1 2 22 Fiske, Fidelia, 1816 – 1864 (Persia) 
1 2 23 Fitch, Reverend George Ashmore, 1883 – [19??] (China YMCA) 
   Fitch, Robert Ferris, 1883 – [19??] 
1 2 24 Fraser, Reverend Donald, D.D., 1870 – 1933 (Africa) 
1 2 25 Fraser, Melvin, 1858 – 1936 (Cameroun) 
1 2 26 Frederickson, Reverend P. (Africa) 
1 2 27 Geddie, Mrs. John, [1826?] – 1916 
1 2 28 Gilmour, James, 1843 – 1891 (Mongolia) 
1 2 29 Goddard, Josiah R., D.D., 1840 – 1913 (China) 
   Goddard, Mrs. Fanny Dean, 1842 – 1903 (China) 
1 2 30 Goloknath, Reverend (India) 
1 2 31 Gordon, Adoniram Judson, D.D., 1836 – 1895 
1 2 32 Gordon, General Charles George, 1833 – 1885 (China) 
1 2 33 Gordon, M. Lafayette, M.D., D.D., 1843 – 1900 (Japan) 
1 2 34 Goucher, John Franklin, D.D., LL.D., 1845 – 1922 
1 2 35 Graves, Revered R. H., D.D. (China) 
1 2 36 Grenfell, George, 1849 – 1906 (Africa) 
1 2 37 Griffis, William Elliot, 1843 – 1928 (Japan) 
1 2 38 Gulick, Alice Gordon (Mrs. William G.), 1847 – 1903 (Spain) 
1 2 39 Gulick, Luther Halsey, M.D. 1865 – 1918 (YMCA) 
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Series Box Folder Contents 
1 2 40 Gulick, Luther Halsey, M.D., 1828 – 1891 (Hawaii, etc.) 
1 2 41 Gutzlaff, Karl Friedrich August, 1803 – 1851 
1 2 42 Hamlin, Cyrus, D.D., 1811 – 1900, Founder: Robert College, 

Constantinople 
1 2 43 Harms, Louis, [1808?] – [18??] 
1 2 44 Harrison, Mrs. Paul W., [18??] – 1930 (Arabia) 
1 2 45 Hart, Sir Robert (China) 
1 2 46 Haskell, Mrs. Martha, 1867 – 1903 (Greece) 
1 2 47 Hatch, Isabel (India) 
1 2 48 Haygood, Laura (China) 
1 2 49 Higginbottom, Sam, 1874 – 1958 
   Higginbottom, Mrs. Ethel Cody, 1880 – [19??] 
1 2 50 Hill, David, 1840 – 1896 (China) 
1 2 51 Hodgkin, Henry, 1877 – 1933 (China) 
1 2 52 Hume, Dr. Robert Allen, 1847 – 1929 (India) 
1 2 53 Ingalls, Marilla Baker, 1828 – 1902 (Burma) 
1 2 54 Inglis, Mrs. Jessie M’Clymont, 1821 – [18??] 
 
1 3 1 John, Griffith, D.D., 1831 – 1912 (China) 
1 3 2 Jackson, Dr. Sheldon (Alaska) 
1 3 3 Judson, Reverend Adoniram, D.D., 1788 – 1850 (India, Burma) 
1 3 4 Junkin, William F. (China) 
1 3 5 Kagawa, Toyohiko, [1889?] – 1960 (Japan) 
1 3 6 Keasberry, Benjamin Peach 
1 3 7 Keith-Falconer, Ion, [1856?] – 1887 (Arabia) 
1 3 8 Kekela, Reverend James 
1 3 9 Koo, Tze-Zen, LL.D., etc. 
1 3 10 Lambuth Family 
1 3 11 Lawes, Reverend Dr. W.G. (New Guinea) 
1 3 12 Laws, Robert, M.D., D.D., LL.D., 1851 – 1934 (Africa) 
1 3 13 Legge, James (China) 
1 3 14 Lee, Theodore Storrs 
1 3 15 Livingstone, David (Africa) 
1 3 16 Livingston, David, 1813 – 1873, Scottish National Memorial to Livingston, 

Blantyre, Lanarkshire. Eight photographs of the sculpture tableaux of 
his life and work (Africa) 

1 3 17 Lord, Reverend E. C. (China) 
1 3 18 Lull, Raymond, 1235 – 1315 (North Africa) 
1 3 19 Lund, Eric 
1 3 20 Mabie, Dr. Catherine L. (Congo) 
1 3 21 Mabille, Reverend Adolphe 
1 3 22 Mc’Cheyne, Robert Murray 
1 3 23 MacGeorge, Dr. Mary (India) 
1 3 24 MacGillwray, D. [18??] – 1931 
1 3 25 MacKay, Alexander (Uganda) 
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Series Box Folder Contents 
1 3 26 MacKay, Reverend George Leslie (Formosa) 
 
1 4 1 MacKenzie, John Kenneth, 1850 – 1888 (China) 
1 4 2 Maclay, Dr. Robert S., D.D., 1824 – [18??] (China and Korea) 
1 4 3 McLean, Miss Margaret 
1 4 4 MaComber, Eleanor, 1801 – 1840 
1 4 5 Marshman, Mrs. Hannah, 1767 – 1847 (India) 
1 4 6 Mateer, Dr. C. H. and Martin, W. A. (China) 
1 4 7 Martyn, Reverend Henry, 1781 – 1812 (India) 
1 4 8 McAllister, Agnes, [18??] – [19?8] (Liberia) 
1 4 9 Meyer, Reverend F. B., D.D., 1847 – 1929 
1 4 10 Miller, Dr. Janet, B.A., M.D. 
1 4 11 Milne, William 
1 4 12 Mitchell, John Murray, LL.D., 1815 – 1904 (India) 
1 4 13 Moffat, Reverend Robert, D.D. and Mrs. Mary Smith Moffat (South Africa) 
1 4 14 Morgan, Dr. G. Campbell 
1 4 15 Morrill, Mary S., 1864 – 1900 (China) 
1 4 16 Morrison, Reverend Robert, D.D., 1782 – 1834 (China) 
1 4 17 Moses, Jasper T., 1880 – [19??] 
1 4 18 Moule, Arthur Evans, D.D., 1836 – 1918 (China) 
1 4 19 Murdoch, John, LL.D., 1819 – 1904 (India) 
1 4 20 Mott, Dr. John R. 
1 4  Nassau, Robert Hamill, 1835 – 1921 (West Africa) Filed with R. H. 

Nassau Papers, 1977 – see MRL1: R. H. Nassau Papers 
1 4 21 Neve, Dr. Arthur (India) 
1 4 22 Nickoley, Edward Frederick, 1873 – 1937 (Syria) 
1 4 23 Nicolai, Bp. (Kasatkin), 1836 – [18??] (Japan) 
1 4 24 Noyes, Harriet Newell 
1 4 25 Parker, Mrs. Mary E. 
1 4 26 Patteson, John Coleridge, 1827 – 1871 (New Zealand) 
1 4 27 Paulus, Nelaprolu, 1842 – 1897 
1 4 28 Peeke, Dr. Harmon V. S. 
1 4 29 Peet, William Wheelock, 1851 – 1942 (Turkey) 
1 4 30 Peill, Arthur, M.D., [1875?] – [1907?] (China) 
1 4 31 Pengwern-Jones, Mrs. (India) 
1 4 32 Perkins, Dr. and Mrs. (Persia) Nestorians 1862 
1 4 33 Petrie, Irene, [18??] – 1897 (India) 
1 4 34 Pettus, William Winston, M.D., 1912 – 1945 (China) 
1 4 35 Pierson, Mrs. Louise H. 
1 4 36 Pilkington, George Lawrence, 1861 – 1897 (Africa) 
1 4 37 Pitkin, Horace Tracy 
1 4 38 Pixley, Reverend Stephen C. (Africa) 
 
1 5 1 Rankin, Reverend David Cyrus, D.D., 1847 – 1902 
1 5 2 Reed, Mary, 1857 – [18??] (India) 
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Series Box Folder Contents 
1 5 3 Rhea, Mrs. M. Harris (Persia) Nestorians 
1 5 4 Rhea, Mrs. Sarah Jane, 1835 – 1918 (Persia) 
1 5 5 Richard, Reverend Timothy, D.D., 1845 – 1919 (China) 
1 5 6 Riggs, Reverend Elias, D.D., 1810 – 1901 (Greece and Turkey) 
1 5 7 Roberts, William H. 
1 5 8 Robinson, Bishop John Edward, D.D. (India) 
1 5 9 Robinson, Mary C. 
1 5 10 Rockwell, Nathan Lounsbury (Korea) 
1 5 11 Ross, Reverend Emory, 1877 – 1973 (Congo) 
1 5 12 Roys, Mabel 
1 5 13 Schauffler, Henry Albert, D.D., 1837 – 1905 (Turkey) 
   Schauffler, Clara Gray, 1842 – 1883 
1 5 14 Schauffler, William G., D.D., 1798 – 1883 
   Schauffler, Mrs. Mary Reynolds, 1802 – 1895 
1 5 15 Schereschewsky, Bishop and Mrs. Samuel I. J. (China) 
1 5 16 Shuck, Henrietta 
1 5 17 Scudder Family (India) 
1 5 18 Shattuck, Corinna (Turkey) 
1 5 19 Shelton, Dr. Albert Leroy, M.D. (Tibet) 
1 5 20 Sheppard, Dr. William H. (Congo) 
1 5 21 Slessor, Mary M. (Calabar, Nigeria) 
1 5 22 Smith, Arthur H., D.D., 1845 – 1932 (China) 
1 5 23 Smith, Charles Stanley 
1 5 24 Smith, George 
1 5 25 Soong Family of China 
1 5 26 Soper, Ethel Maud (Japan) 
1 5 27 Speer, Robert E. 
1 5 28 Speicher, Jacob 
1 5 29 Spencer, David S. (Japan) 
1 5 30 Spurgeon, Mrs. Robert 
   Young, Dr. Edith 
1 5 31 Stevens, Edward Abiel 
1 5 32 Stevens, Mrs. Elizabeth L. 
1 5 33 Stewart, James, M.D., D.D., 1831 – 1905 (Lovedale, South Africa) 
1 5 34 Stewart, John 
1 5 35 Stewart, Reverend Robert Warren, C.M.S. (Kucheng) 
1 5 36 Talcott, Eliza, 1836 – 1911 (Japan) 
1 5 37 Talmage, Reverend Dr. John V. N., 1819 – 1892 (China) 
1 5 38 Talmage, Miss Mary (China) 
 
1 6 1 Taylor, Dr. and Mrs. Howard 
1 6 2 Taylor, J. Hudson, 1832 – 1905 (China) 
1 6 3 Taylor, William, 1821 – 1902 (Africa) 
1 6 4 Thoburn, Isabella, 1840 – 1901 (India) 
1 6 5 Thompson, Reverend Augustus C., D.D. 
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Series Box Folder Contents 
1 6 6 Thompson, Ralph Wardlaw, D.D., 1842 – 1916 (India) 
1 6 7 Thurston, Matilda Calder (Mrs. Lawrence E.) 
1 6 8 Tyler, Reverend Josiah, 1823 – 1896 (Africa) 
1 6 9 Uchimura, Kanzo 
1 6 10 Underwood, Ethel 
1 6 11 Verbeck, Guido Fridolin, 1830 – 1898 (Japan) 
1 6 12 Warnshuis, Abbe Livingstone, 1877 – 1958 (China) 
1 6 13 Washburn, Reverend George, D.D., 1833 – 1915, president of Robert 

College, Constantinople 
1 6 14 Weld, Myra Fuller 
1 6 15 Whipple, Henry Benjamin, D.D., Episcopal of Minnesota, 1822 – 1901 

(American Indians) 
1 6 16 Whitman, Marcus, M.D., 1802 – 1847 (Pioneer and missionary in the 

northwest) 
1 6 17 Williams, Frederick Wells (China) 
1 6 18 Williams, John (South Sea Islands) 
1 6 19 Williamson, Jane S. 
1 6 20 Williamson, Thomas Smith, M.D., 1800 – 1879 
1 6 21 Wu, George K. T. 
1 6 22 Yates, Matthew Tyson (China) 
1 6 23 Yen, Y. G. James 
1 6 24 Yui, David Z. T. Litt.D., 1882 – 1936 (China) 
1 6 25 Zia, Hong Lei, 1872 – 1916 (China) 
1 6 26 Zia, Hong Lei, 1872 – 1916 (China) 
1 6 27 Zia, Hong Lei, 1872 – 1916 (China) – Published Essays 


