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Administrative Information

Provenance: From internal evidence this collection appears to have been created from
materials originally forming part of the Laymen’s Foreign Missions Inquiry
Records (LMFI), which were donated to the Missionary Research Library in
1933. In 1976 the records were accessioned to the Burke Library archives
with the closure of the MRL. As they have existed as an independent
collection of papers in the Japan Section of the Mission Archives for some
decades, they have been retained separately from the main LMFI Records.

Access: Archival papers are available to registered readers for consultation by
appointment only. Please contact archives staff by email to
burkearchives@library.columbia.edu, or by postal mail to The Burke Library
address on page 1, as far in advance as possible
Burke Library staff is available for inquiries or to request a consultation on
archival or special collections research.

Access Restrictions: The collection is unrestricted to readers. Certain materials however are in
a fragile condition, and this may necessitate restriction in handling and
copying.

Preferred Citation: Item description, MRL 7: Christianity in Japan, series #, box #, folder #, The
Burke Library at Union Theological Seminary, Columbia University in the
City of New York.

History

The Laymen’s Foreign Missions Inquiry was a major research project undertaken from 1930 -
1931 to study Christian mission work abroad. The Inquiry consisted of two stages. The first
began in late1930, when twenty-seven “Fact-Finders” were sent to India, China, and Japan by
the Institute of Social and Religious Research to collect data on missionary work and local
conditions. The Institute was also founded by Rockefeller, based on his belief in the application
of scientific methods to the religious field, and it was directed by John R. Mott. Herbert Hugo
Guy was appointed the regional director for Japan of the fact-finding arm of the LFMI.

Specialized research teams compiled extensive background information on missionary work in
each of the countries before sending the Fact-Finders to spend five months in India, six months
in Japan, and six and a half months in China. The second stage began in September 1931 with
a “Commission of Appraisal.” Please consult the Finding Aid for the Laymen’s Foreign Missions
Inquiry Records for further information on the history of the Inquiry.

Two volumes of reports were produced for each region: a volume of “Regional Reports” pulled
together from many sources and edited by committee, and a volume of “Fact-Finders’ Reports”
with chapters on specific topics written by a single author or a pair.*

Sources:
Information pulled from the LFMI finding aid, and the records themselves.

! For an introduction to the fact-finders’ work in Japan, see Herbert H. Guy, “Japan and the Christian Enterprise” in
Orville A. Petty, ed., Laymen’s Foreign Missions Inquiry, Supplementary Series, Vol. 6, Part 2 (New York and
London: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1933), pp. 1-5.


mailto:burkearchives@library.columbia.edu
http://library.columbia.edu/locations/burke/staff.html

Collection Scope and Content Note

The collection includes draft materials for the reports there were published in the supplementary
volumes of the LFMI report, but also material that was too voluminous to be included in the
published report.? Most of the material was written for the LFMI project, although some,
newspaper articles and school programs for example, were collected for the project but not
produced specifically for it.

Other similar material can be found in the main LFMI archival holdings at the Burke Library
Archives, especially in subseries 1D. See the notes for each series for more detailed links to the
LFMI collection.

Note that in many of the original sources, Japanese names are sometimes rendered in a
Western style, with given name followed by the family name. In this document Japanese names
will follow the East Asian standard, with the family name appearing first, followed by the given
name.

The collection is organized in 9 series:

e Series 1: McGruder Ellis Sadler Papers, 1927 - 1931 (1 box, 0.50 lin. ft.)
This series contains papers related to the reports produced by Sadler for the LFMI.
Sadler was born in 1896 in North Carolina, and earned his Ph.D. from Yale in 1929. He
was selected as president of Texas Christian University in 1941, a position he held until
1959, when he became chancellor. He retired in 1965 and died the following year. Sadler
contributed a chapter on religious education to the Supplementary Series of the LFMI's
report.® His papers are held in the Special Collections of Texas Christian University.
Further material on religious education produced for the LFMI can be found in the main
LFMI archival holdings at the Burke Library Archives, subseries 1D.

e Series 2: Fred Roy Yoder Papers, 1930 - 1931 (2 boxes, 1.00 lin. ft.)
This series contains material related to the reports produced by Yoder for the LFMI.
Yoder was born in 1888 in North Carolina, and taught at the State College of Washington
from 1920 until his retirement in 1954. He contributed a chapter_on rural missions to the
Supplementary Series of the LFMI’s report.*

The main collection of his papers, circa 1890 - circa 1980 (20 lin. ft.) is held at
Washington_State University Libraries, Pullman, WA. Box 1, folders 15-30 in this series
contain materials from the planning stages of the LFMI project, the remainder comprises
data and unpublished materials from_Yoder’s report.

Further material on rural work in Japan can be found within The Burke Library Archives
main LFMI records in subseries 1D, box 3.

% This includes “Other Data” that was not included in either the Regional Reports or the Fact-Finders’ Reports, and
was donated to the MRL for reference. See Petty, Vol. 3, Part 1, ix.

% See McGruder E. Sadler, “Some Phases of Religious Education” in Petty, Vol. 6, Part 2, pp. 204-247.

* See Fred R. Yoder, “Rural Missions in Relation to Their Economic and Sociological Background” in Petty, Vol. 6,
Part 2, pp. 49-100.



e Series 3: Marqaret Elizabeth Forsyth Papers, 1930 - 1931 (1 box, 0.25 lin. ft.)
This series contains documents related to the reports produced by Forsyth for LFMI.
Forsyth was born in 1894 and received an A.M. degree from Teachers’ College,
Columbia University. She taught at TC from 1922 to 1944, when she became the head of
the foreign division of the YWCA. She retired in 1959 and died on July 29, 1971. Some
additional material on Forsyth is to be found in the United Methodist Church archives at
Drew Léniversity. She contributed a chapter to the Supplementary Series of the LFMI’s
report.

e Series 4: Christian Education in Japan, [192?] - 1931 (1 box 0.50 lin. ft. + 1 box OS,
2.25 lin. ft.)
This series contains material related to Christian education produced for the LFMI. The
main report was produced by Thoburn Taylor Brumbaugh, 1896 -1974, a Methodist
minister based in Tokyo who was also a leader of the Japan International Christian
University Foundation 1946-1958. There is some material on Brumbaugh in the United
Methodist Church archives. The final report includes two chapters on Christian Education
in Japan.® Further material on Christian education in Japan can be found in the main
LFMI holdings at the Burke Library Archives, subseries 1D, box 2-3.

e Series 5: Harvey Hugo Guy and George L. Maxwell Papers, 1930 - 1931
(2 boxes 1 lin. ft.)
This series contains material related to theological education produced by Guy and
Maxwell for the LFMI. Guy was a member of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
He graduated from the Bible College of Drake University in Des Moines, lowa, and went
to Japan in 1893 with his wife. In 1906 he and Ishikawa Kakujiro, 1867 - 1930, founded
Seigakuin Boys’ Junior and Senior High School 8252 1 228% 5452442 in Tokyo. In 1909
he was appointed to Berkeley Bible Seminary, but was dismissed in 1912. He later
worked at the Pacific Theological Seminary in Berkeley, CA.

Further material on Guy is to be found in the Benjamin Ide Wheeler papers, 1854 - 1927,
held in the Bancroft Library of UC Berkeley. Guy was the director of the LMFI Fact-finders
for Japan, and he contributed a chapter to the Supplementary Series in addition to his co-
authored chapter with Maxwell.’

George L. Maxwell, 1896 - 1947, was an alumnus of Union Theological Seminary in New
York City (class of 1927), field secretary for the National Council on Religion in Higher
Education (1928-29) and later held senior administration positions at the University of
Denver in Colorado. He co-authored a chapter in the Supplementary Series with Guy.®

® See Margaret E. Forsyth, “Women’s Interests and Distinctive Activities” in Petty, Vol. 6, Part 2, pp. 265-308.
® See Petty, Vol. 3, Part 1, chaps. 4 and 5.

" See Harvey H. Guy, “Japan and the Christian Enterprise” in Petty, Vol. 6, Part 2, pp. 1-48.

® See Harvey H. Guy and George L. Maxwell, “Theological Education” in Petty, Vol. 6, Part 2, pp. 248-264.



Series 6: Reports on Rural Japan, 1929 - 1930 (1 box 0.25 lin. ft.)

This series contains a sequence of reports regarding rural Japan produced by Japanese
authors, possibly at the request of LFMI investigators. The authors include: Nunokawa
Magoichi A7)l £&117, [18?7?] - 1944, founding member of the Sociological Society
(shakaigakkai tE2>%%4%), a professor at Meiji Gakuin University BA7A52¢ k%2, and an
adviser and investigator for the Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce; Chozo Yukimasa,
founding secretary of the Japanese Farmers’ Union in 1923, and teacher in the Japanese
Farmers’ Gospel School; Gentaro Suyehiro of Tokyo Imperial University; Eijiro Honjo,
1888 - 1973, professor of Japanese economic history.

Further material on rural work in Japan can be found in the main LFMI holdings at the
Burke Library Archives, subseries 1D, box 3.

Series 7: Missionary Checklist [1930?] (1 box 0.25 lin. ft.)

This series contains tabulations of the “missionary checklist,” a survey of missionaries in
Japan. The data is organized by denomination, type of service and length of residence in
Japan et cetera.

Series 8: Japan Self-Interpreted, 1929 - 1930 (1 box OS 1.75 lin. ft.)

[Some Fragile Materials Restricted]

The cover note of the series bears the imprint of the Institute of Social and Religious
Research, a New York City institute founded by Rockefeller, and the organization behind
the fact-finders for the LFMI.

The series contains English newspaper articles from Japan, plates from the Encyclopedia
Britannica [14™ Edition?] on Japanese culture, and an issue of the Japanese newspaper
Kingdom of God Weekly ## @ El#7#H published by Kagawa Toyohiko )11, 1888 -
1960. The main collection of Kagawa Papers is to be found within the Missionary
Research Library Archives at the Burke Library.

The English-language newspapers represented here and their locations in microfilm
collections are:

The Asahi English Supplement, Vol. 5, 1929:
Columbia University Libraries, MICROFILM FN 3885;

Japan Today and Tomorrow, No. 3, 1929 - 1930:
New York Public Library and Harvard University Libraries;

The Trans Pacific, Tokyo, 1930:
Columbia University Libraries, MICROFILM FN 3867.

As the articles in the collection are very acidic and fragile, please consult microfilm copies
of any restricted articles cited in the contents list.
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e Series 9: Reference Materials and Maps re Japan, [192? - 1937?] (2 boxes OS 2.50
lin. ft.)
This series contains oversized reference materials for the reports submitted by Harvey
Hugo Guy and Charles Hatch Sears, 1870 - 1943, to the LFMI. Sears was superintendent
and general secretary of the New York City Baptist Mission Society. He was also the
editorial secretary for the “City Mission Work” section of the periodical Baptist Home
Mission Monthly. He contributed a chapter to the Supplementary Series.®

Processing
Metal clips and staples were removed from materials and folded items were flattened. Materials

were placed in new acid-free folders and boxes. Acidic items were separated from one another
by interleaving with acid-free paper as needed. Any items in an advanced state of deterioration
were placed in Mylar envelopes.

Further Sources

Apart from specific sections previously mentioned, please see the full finding aid for the
Laymen’s Foreign Mission Inquiry Records. This collection is open for researchers and can be
found online here:
http://library.columbia.edu/content/dam/libraryweb/locations/burke/fa/mrl/ldpd 4492660.pdf.

° See Charles H. Sears, “The Church” in Petty, Vol. 6, Part 2, pp. 132-203.
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