
   

The Burke Library Archives, Columbia University Libraries, 
Union Theological Seminary, New York 

 
William Adams Brown Ecumenical Archives Group 

 
Finding Aid for 

 

The Oxford Group/Moral Re-Armament Records, 1931-1961 

 
 

 
“You Can Defend America” Songbook WAB: OGMRA Records, Box 4, Folder 3,  

The Burke Library at Union Theological Seminary, Columbia University in the City of New York. 
 

 
Finding Aid prepared by: Sarah Davis and Brigette C. Kamsler, March 2014 
With financial support from the Henry Luce Foundation 
 
Summary Information 
Creator:  The Oxford Group/Moral Re-Armament/Frank Buchman (1878-1961)  
Title:   The Oxford Group/Moral Re-Armament Records 
Inclusive dates: 1931-1961  
Bulk dates:  1944-1959 
Abstract: The Oxford Group was the parent company of Moral Re-Armament (MRA), 

an organization/movement that sought to defend America and the nation’s 
freedoms through a resurgence of morality. Collection contains pamphlets, 
newspaper articles, advertisements, and other materials related to 
spreading the MRA message. 

Size:   4 boxes, 1.75 linear feet 
Storage:  Onsite storage 
Repository:  The Burke Library 
   Union Theological Seminary 
   3041 Broadway 
   New York, NY 10027 
   Email: burkearchives@library.columbia.edu
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Administrative Information 
Provenance: The papers are part of the William Adams Brown Ecumenical Library 

Collection, which was founded in 1945 by the Union Theological Seminary 
Board of Directors. 

Access:  Archival papers are available to registered readers for consultation by 
appointment only. Please contact archives staff by email to 
burkearchives@library.columbia.edu, or by postal mail to The Burke Library 
address on page 1, as far in advance as possible 

 Burke Library staff is available for inquiries or to request a consultation on 
archival or special collections research. 

Access Restrictions: The collection is unrestricted to readers. Please note that certain materials 
are in a fragile condition, and this may necessitate restriction in handling 
and copying.   

Preferred Citation: Item description, William Adams Brown Ecumenical Archives: Oxford Group 
Moral Re-Armament, box # and folder #, The Burke Library at Union 
Theological Seminary, Columbia University in the City of New York. 

 
 
History 
Moral Re-Armament (MRA) was coined on May 29, 1938 at a meeting for Dr. Frank Buchman’s 
Oxford Group in England. At the time the world was on the brink of war, and while leaders 
claimed they sought peace, they prepared for war. The Oxford Group did not think that a military 
re-armament would avoid catastrophe, but a moral one would save the world from calamity. At 
the First World Assembly for Moral Re-Armament later that year, Dr. Buchman said:  
 

“Humanity is at the cross roads. We must reach a final decision for 
ourselves and for our nations. Do we choose the road of selfishness 
that leads to uncontrollable violence and darkness? Or will it be the 
road of the Cross to a sound world, where the ancient virtues of 
justice, understanding and peace rule under God over a sane 
humanity?” (The Oxford Group, p. 18-19) 

 
The movement gained followers from throughout Europe and America, including then Senator 
Harry S. Truman, who contributed speeches and writings to the group. After World War II, MRA 
sought to provide moral guidance in light of the Cold War. Communism and the moral evils 
associated with the movement were regularly targeted in MRA publications. This collection 
contains several examples of these publications. 
 
Dr. Buchman passed away in 1961, which is around the time this collection ends. The work of 
MRA ceased in 2001, and was succeeded by another international group known as “Initiatives 
of Change,” which still functions to this day. 
 
Sources: 
From the records themselves, and from The Oxford Group and its Work of Moral Re-Armament, 
London, England: The Oxford Group, 1954. http://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/4697869  

 

mailto:burkearchives@library.columbia.edu
http://library.columbia.edu/locations/burke/staff.html
http://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/4697869
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Collection Scope and Content Note 
The collection is divided by material throughout three boxes. All material was organized 
chronologically when possible.  
 
Throughout the 1930s-1950s, OG/MRA produced several different types of publications, and 
examples of many of them can be found grouped together in folders bearing the name of the 
publication (e.g. “The Minute Man” or “MRA Pictorial”). Unfortunately some of these periodical 
collections do not have every edition. The collection also holds a large collection of press 
releases and statements made by MRA on the events happening in the world during the late 
1950s. Most of these have dates, but some are unknown. 
 
A large part of the collection is devoted to stand alone books and pamphlets produced by MRA. 
They cover nearly 30 years of ideas and events, but are all tied to the founding mission of MRA. 
The collection provides a clear look at the work of the Oxford Group and MRA during the middle 
of the 20th century.  
 
 
Processing 
Folded items were flattened.  Materials were placed in new acid-free folders and boxes. Overall 
the collection is in good shape, so no extreme archival measures were taken. 
 
 
Further Sources 
Moral Re-Armament was a movement started by and within the Oxford Group. The Burke 
Library has multiple books and online articles devoted to the history and philosophy of the 
Oxford Group that are available for lending and research.  For more information, see 
http://library.columbia.edu/locations/burke.html.   

http://library.columbia.edu/locations/burke.html
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Contents list 
Box Folder Contents 
1 1  Booklets and Pamphlets on MRA, 1930-1939 
1 2  Booklets and Pamphlets on MRA, 1940-1949 
1 3  Booklets and Pamphlets on MRA, 1950-1950 
1 4  Booklets and Pamphlets on MRA, 19[??] 
1 5  Building New Bridges, 1943-1945 
1 6  “Congressional Record”, 1931-1960 
1 7  Correspondence of Charles Brodhead, 1942-1961 
1 8  First Drafts of Reports, Letters, and Editorials, 19[??] 
1 9  “The Forgotten Factor” Programs, Bulletins, Speeches, 1944-1946 
1 10  Freedom the Movie Promotional Materials, 1959 
1 11  Instructional Materials for Schools and Young Adults during War, 194[?] 
 
2 1  General, 194[?] 
2 2  “Information Service” 1956-1958 
2 3  “Information Service” 1959-August 28, 1961 
2 4  “The Minute Man,” 1943-1945 
2 5  The MRA Center in Michigan, 1957 
2 6  “MRA Pictorial” Winter, 1957-Spring, 1961 
2 7  New World News Issues, December 1944-December 1947 (Incomplete) 
2 8  New World News Issues, January 1948-October 1949 (Incomplete) 
2 9  New World News Issues, May 1950-January 1952 (Incomplete) 
2 10  New World News Pictorial Quarterly, Autumn 1956-Winter 1957 
2 11  New World News series, the “How & Why of Democracy’s Ideology,” 1949 
 
3 1  New York Times Articles and Advertisements, 1943, 1957-1961 
3 2  Newspaper Articles about MRA, 1941-1961 
3 3  Obituaries, 1944, 1948 
3 4  Oxford Group House Party: Invitations, Schedules, Programs, 1935 
3 5  Play Material 19[??] 
3 6  Press Releases, 1955-1959 
3 7  Press Releases, 1960-1961 
3 8  Publications, 1943-1959 
3 9  Speeches, 1939-1960 
 
4 1  World Broadcast Transcripts 1939, 1943, 1952 
4 2  World Broadcast Transcripts by Dr. Frank N.D. Buchman, 1951-1955 
4 3  “You Can Defend America” Programs, Newspaper Articles, Songbook, 

1941-1948 
4 4  The Cinema and Moral Disarmament, 1932 


