Columbia University
in the city of new york

the libraries

Tibetan Studies Undergraduate Research Prize

The C.V. Starr East Asian Library at Columbia University is pleased to offer a Tibetan Studies Undergraduate Research Prize to be awarded on July 20, 2009.  The $400 prize was first announced at the workshop “Tibetan Studies and the Social Sciences: Data, Tools, Maps and Archives,” held on February 6-7, 2009. Funding for the award and workshop was provided by a grant from the Shelley & Donald Rubin Foundation.

The Research Prize aims to promote and recognize the creative and excellent use of library resources in the Social Sciences for the study of Tibetan populations and/or land. Research conducted by individual students or by student teams is eligible.
· Submissions must provide evidence of the high-level use and application of resources referenced on the Social Sciences page of the Columbia Online Research Guide for Modern Tibetan Studies. Applicants should draw from information given in the videos of presentations on February 6, 2009, and to the accompanying bibliographies for Demography, Human Geography, GIS mapping resources, etc. (Click here for the Social Sciences page and related links.)
· Research conducted from February 8, 2009 through June 20, 2009 is eligible. 
· Research projects can be presented in either print or web-based media.
· Students must be enrolled part-time or full-time with undergraduate status.
Prize Criteria 
Submissions will be evaluated by Columbia University faculty and librarians on how well students demonstrate the following: 

1) Originality and thought in the application of social science research models to the study of Tibetan populations, land, society, social issues, environment, political-economy, etc. Research must draw from a range of resource types; e.g. print sources, databases, statistical packages, archival collections, web resources, GIS maps, etc.

2) The use of foreign language material (e.g. Tibetan and Chinese) is not mandatory, but enhances the application.

3) Evidence of significant personal learning and the development of a pattern of research and inquiry that shows the likelihood of persisting in the future.
The application package should include the following: 
· Application cover sheet.
· 300-500 word description of your research strategies and use of library tools and resources (Optional)
· A draft or final version of the research project. Drafts will be accepted, but should be near-completion with explanation of how/when the project will be completed. 

Written projects: submit in full; should be approximately 7-30 pages, plus bibliography of sources consulted.
Digital projects: submit a printout of the first 'page' of the project, and all other application components in paper, along with the desired format, or URL, of the digital project. Include bibliography of sources consulted.
Applications must be postmarked (or electronically transmitted) by June 30, 2009.

Mailing address:



Send electronic submissions to:

Tibetan Studies Collection


Lauran Hartley, Tibetan Studies Librarian


C.V. Starr East Asian Library 


LH2112@columbia.edu
300 Kent Hall

Columbia University

New York, NY  10027
