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Administrative Information

Provenance: Kathy Todd, daughter of Sam and Dorothy Franklin donated the main
collection of these papers to Union Theological Seminary in April 2004.
She made subsequent donations up to 2009.

Access: Archival papers are available to registered readers for consultation by
appointment only. Please contact archives staff by phone, fax or emalil
burkearchives@library.columbia.edu, as far in advance as possible.

Access Restrictions: This collection is unrestricted. Please note that boxes held in Offsite

storage will require 48 hours' notice in response to a weekday request for retrieval.

Preferred Citation: Item description, UTS: Sam and Dorothy Franklin Papers, series #, box #,
folder #, The Burke Library at Union Theological Seminary, Columbia
University in the City of New York.

Biography

Sam Horace Franklin, Jr. was born in Dandridge, TN, September 23, 1902. A graduate of
Maryville College (1924) and McCormick Theological Seminary (1929), he met Dorothy Winters
at Maryville College. Dorothy attended Maryville College from 1921-1925 where she served as
the president of the YWCA. Upon graduating Dorothy served as the secretary of the YWCA in
Cortland, N.Y. Sam and Dorothy married on April 29, 1927. In 1928, they traveled to Scotland to
study at Edinburgh University and in 1929 embarked on mission work for the Presbyterian
Church in Japan. Both their children, Kathleen and John, were born in Japan. Sam Franklin
established Fellowship House in their home in Kyoto in 1929, opening their home for
kindergarten classes, fellowship services, and Bible study groups.

Sam received his STM degree from Union Theological Seminary in 1935. Sam and Dorothy
then sought to return to Japan but Toyohiko Kagawa and other Japanese friends advised them
not to return to the unstable Japanese political climate. Reinhold Niebuhr recommended that
Sam be selected to be the Vice President of the farming co-operative which both Niebuhr and
Sherwood Eddy were involved in establishing to help sharecroppers and tenant farmers in
Mississippi. From 1936-1941, Sam and Dorothy worked with the Delta and Providence
Cooperative Farms, a groundbreaking effort to promote interracial equality and understanding
through shared labor. Sam was the Vice President (while Reinhold Niebuhr was President) and
Sam also worked as the Chaplain and Resident Operations Manager of the Farm. He continued
to be involved on the Board for several years after he left the farms.

In 1942, after the attacks on Pearl Harbor, Sam joined the Navy as a chaplain, and worked with
soldiers in the 25" N.C. Battalion. In 1944, he was transferred to the Mariana Islands and while
there, he worked both with US soldiers and with Japanese prisoners of war. He presented
lectures to the soldiers, reflecting his positive experiences with Japanese people and Japanese
culture. He assisted the military by speaking with Japanese prisoners of war in their own
language, and conducting Bible studies in prisons and hospitals. During the war Dorothy
continued work at the farm co-operative. In 1946 Sam Franklin returned to work in Chicago for
the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, USA.

When the Franklins returned to Japan in 1947, at the insistence of the Foreign Board of
Missions, both Sam and Dorothy taught at Tokyo Union Theological Seminary. Sam was
Professor of Christian Social Ethics. Dorothy taught English, and later became the Dean of
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Women. She directed Saffron House, a home for self-supporting blind women and received an
honorary doctorate from Tokyo Union Theological Seminary.

After the war, the Franklins helped establish a cooperative farm in Japan based on their
experience with sharecroppers in Mississippi. When the Franklins retired from mission work in
1969, Dorothy received the Emperor’s prestigious Fourth Order of the Sacred Treasure award
while Sam received the Fifth Order award at the same time.

Following his retirement, Sam Franklin worked during the 1970s with Hebron Presbyterian
Church as an interim pastor. He also campaigned against racism and the nuclear threat, and
began preparations for a book on the Cooperative farm movement during this time.

Sam and Dorothy took progressive stances on a wide range of social and economic issues.

For example, their engagement in the farming cooperative through discussion with Reinhold
Niebuhr radically embraced the idea of a racially integrated community, an extremely
controversial idea in the South. While in Japan, the Franklins passionately advocated for women
seeking higher education. In addition, later in life, Sam and Dorothy worked tirelessly to promote
pacifism and to end nuclear proliferation.

Collection Scope and Content Note

The Franklin papers consist primarily of correspondence accompanied by photographs,
sermons and publications covering much of the adult life of Sam Franklin, 1924 — 1994 and
Dorothy Franklin, 1924-1993. Kathleen Todd (daughter) has dated several letters throughout
the collection. These dates are written on the papers in the top right corner or on the back.
The arrangement within each series is chronological.

The collection is divided into 10 series, with two sub-series:

e Series 1: Early Years Correspondence, 1910-36 (5 boxes, 2.5 linear ft.)
Series contains correspondence from three distinct periods in the life of Sam and Dorothy.
Education, 1910-28: This contains correspondence dating from the time when Dorothy and
Sam were students. Dorothy went to college at Maryville College, and worked for the YWCA
while Sam went to McCormick Seminary.
First Trip to Japan, 1929-36: Correspondence and documents from Sam and Dorothy’s first
mission appointment to Japan. During this period Sam and Dorothy provided support and
education for Japanese Christians. They also performed important outreach to some of the
poorest populations of Tokyo. While in Japan the Franklins became friends with Toyohiko
Kagawa.
Sam’s European Survey, 1935: Correspondence during the time in which Sam traveled
through Europe observing the various political and economic systems in Europe.

e Series 2: Delta, Providence Co-Operative Farms (DCF), 1936-70, (4 boxes, 1.75 linear
ft.)
Series 2 consists of correspondence, addresses, articles, photographs and some records
relating to the operation and concerns of the farm during this period. Some papers relate to
the Willie McGee case of 1951 and the 1954 crisis on the farm caused by their public
statement that “segregation is unchristian”. In addition to Sam and Dorothy, Sherwood Eddy
and Reinhold Niebuhr contribute frequently.




This series is split into two sections. The first contains correspondence from the period,
arranged in chronological order. The second section contains administrative files and
records from this period, again arranged in chronological order.

Series 3: Navy Chaplaincy, 1942-1954 (4 boxes, 2 linear ft.)
= Subseries 3A: Correspondence, 1942-54, (3 boxes, 1.5 linear ft.)
This subseries contains correspondence between Sam and his family while Sam
served as a Navy Chaplain. After training at the College of William & Mary, Sam
shipped out in Feb 1944.

= Subseries 3B, Lectures and Worship Services, 1922-92, (1 box, 0.5 linear ft.)
This subseries contains bulletins from services conducted by Sam as a Navy
Chaplain. It also contains Sam’s notes for theological lectures. All sermons from this
period can be found in overall Sermons group in Subseries 6A.

Series 4: Return to Japan, 1946-69 (5 boxes, 2.5 linear ft.)

This series includes correspondence from the Franklins in lllinois, while Sam was working for
the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, through to the period where the Franklins were
at Tokyo Union Theological Seminary, with furloughs in the United States. The numbered
letters to Dorothy cease in 1947, because Dorothy and John join Sam in Japan. Letters to
Kathleen, (called by her father, “Tiddles,”) and who is at Wellesley College, predominate
from this point forward. Once Dorothy is in Japan, she becomes the primary correspondent
to friends and family and there are many letters labeled “Dear Family” and “Dear Friends.” In
parallel, there are also separate letters signed by Sam. Occasionally there are multiple
copies of these letters, possibly sent to Katherine (Sam'’s sister), Kathleen at Wellesley, and
the grandparents. Sometimes a type-written letter to the grandparents has handwritten notes
to Kathleen, and vice-versa. There is original water-damage to some letters from

Sept — Dec 1947, and occasional later correspondence.

Series 5: Retirement to Tennessee, 1970-94, (1 box, 0.5 linear ft.)

After retiring from Union Theological Seminary in Tokyo, Sam and Dorothy moved back to
Tennessee. This series consists mainly of correspondence between Sam and Dorothy and
their children and grandchildren during this period.

Series 6: Sermons and Reflections, 1928-92 (7 boxes, 3.25 linear ft.)
= Subseries 6A: Sermons, 1928-92, (2 boxes, 0.75 linear ft.)
This subseries contains sermons by Sam and Dorothy arranged chronologically. All
sermons are by Sam unless otherwise indicated.

= Subseries 6B, Journals and Diaries, 1922-92, (5 boxes, 2.5 linear ft.)
This subseries contains reflections written by Sam and Dorothy arranged
chronologically

Series 7: Publications, 1930-94 (3 boxes, 1.5 linear ft.)

This series contains copies of Sam and Dorothy Franklin’s published articles and books,
papers and reprints from contacts and a celebratory booklet for Sam Franklin’s 90" birthday
in 1992 in chronological order.




e Series 8: Photographs, 1920-94 (1 box, 0.25 linear ft.)
This series consists of photographs in the collection arranged chronologically

e Series 9: General, 1920-94 (1 box, 0.25 linear ft.)
Newspaper clippings by authors other than Sam and Dorothy, maps, service bulletins and
other collected items.

e Series 10: Outsize items, 1928-51 (1 OS boxes, 2 linear ft.)
This series contains one photograph, newspaper articles, maps, and clippings collected by
Sam and Dorothy. These items were relocated from their original locations due to size or
condition, and their original place in the collection is indicated in the contents list.

Processing

When the Burke Library acquired the Franklin papers, an attempt was made to maintain the
original order. The collection remains largely in the arrangement created by the Franklin family,
following a broadly chronological outline. Due a second body of donated material some
alterations were made to the original arrangement.

Folded materials were flattened. Photographs were housed in Mylar folders. Staples, rubber
bands, and metal clips were removed. All materials were placed in acid-free folders and boxes.
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Correspondence

Sam and Dorothy, Jan-Feb 1936

Sam and Univ. Tennessee re: DCF, Feb 1936
Sam and Dorothy, Mar-Oct 1936

DCF, 1936

Family, 1936-40:

Sam and S. Eddy, Jan-Feb 1937

Sam and Dorothy, Feb 1937

Sam and S. Eddy, re: DCF, Mar-Sept 1937
Sam and Dorothy, Oct 1937

Sam & S. Eddy, re: DCF, Oct-Nov 1937



Series 2: Correspondence re: Delta, Providence Co-Op Farms (DCF), 1936-70 (Cont’d)

1 Sam and S. Eddy, re: DCF, Dec 1937

2-6  Sam and S. Eddy, Reinhold Niebuhr, re: DCF, Jan-May 1938
7-9  Sam and S. Eddy, re: DCF, June-Oct 1938
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[Relocated to Series 10 OS Box 3 Folder 1] Willie McGee News Atrticle, March, 1951
15 Sam, Oct-Nov, 1955
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3A 3 1 Newspaper Articles, 1944-45
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3A 3 20 Navy, 1947-54

Subseries 3B: Lectures and Worship Services, 1942-45
3B 1 1-6  Navy Chaplaincy Lectures and Worship, 1942-1945
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15 Japan Christian Rural Service and Training Center;
Translations, Japanese Broadsheets,1949-50
4 2 16 Sam and Dorothy, Jan 1949;



Series 4: Correspondence, 1946-71 (Cont’d)

4 3 1-24 Personal Correspondence of Sam and Dorothy, Feb 1949-50
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4 4 13 Tomisato Church and Rural Center, by Sam [1952]
4 4 14-18 Sam and Dorothy, 1953
4 4 19 Sam and Emil Brunner, 1954
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4 5 2 Non-family, 1952-57
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Series 5: Retirement to Tennessee, 1970-94
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2 Sam/Dorothy and John/Cathy, 1971-76
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12 Condolences to Sam re: Dorothy’s Death, 1993-94
13 Sam, 1994
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6A 1 1 Journal, Compilation of Writings, 1922-52
6A 1 2 Sermon by Dorothy, 1926
B6A 1 3 Sermons, [1928-35]
6A 1 4 Sermons, [1937?]:
B6A 1 5 Sermons at DCF, [19427]:
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6A 1 14 Sermons, 1968:
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15-16 Sermons, 1969-1970:
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Sermon, undated fragment, [1975/67]
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Sermons, 1976- 978
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Sermons in Progress, [19897]
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Education for Christian World Order in Small Church-Term paper, 1926
Seminary Life draft 1926 by Sam 15t chapter, 1926

Seminary Papers, Notes, Greek Exegesis, 1926-28

Notes on Scripture verses, Sept 19-29 [19307?].

Booklet, Epistle to Diognetus, [1930]

Sam Notes and Reflections, [1920-37]

Feast in Japan [1929-1937]

Zen Sen Dohmei (Japan Socialist Christian Zen Sen Dohmei) [19317]
Kagawa and Friends of Jesus Conference, July 22-26, 1932
Sam-Notebook, 1931-33

Sam-Notebook on Baptism, 1933

Fellowship House, Kyoto Documents, [1929 — 1937?]

Travel- England, Vienna, Paris, 1935

Sam-Notes and Observations, June-Aug 1935

American Seminar-Members and Program, July-Aug 1935

Sam’s Notes on Economic Systems of Europe, 1935

Toward a Christian Social Order in Japan and America, Newsletter, 1935
Dorothy Franklin Diary, Summer 1938

Sam’s Notes and Reflections, 1935-48
Dorothy-Diary, Japan, 1948
Sam-Meditations, 1922-52
Dorothy-Diary, 1954

Sam-Fellowship Diary, 1955

Sam- Notebook, 1949-56

Sam and Dorothy, 1935-57

Sam- Notebook, 1956-62

Dorothy-Diaries, 1963-6-67

Chapel Notes in Japanese and Greek, 1968

Notes and Clippings, 1960-69

Sam-Journal, 1963-70

Sam-Notebook, “Thielicke ...for Imago Study”, [1966-70]
Dorothy-Diaries, 1970
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Sam-Bible Study Notes in Search of Christian Community, 1971

Dorothy-Journal, 1973

Sam- Notebooks, [19737?]-76

Dorothy-Diary and Notebook, 1973-78

Sam-Faith to Faith Notes and Clippings, [19797]
Sam-Journal, 1976-80

Sam-Easter Reflections, 5 Months After JBF’s Death, 1982
Sam-Notebooks, 1980-[19857]

Sam-Notebooks, 1987-89
Sam-Opus/Life Reflections, 1989
Sam-Notebooks, 1978-94
Sam-Notebooks,[1977]

Series 7: Publications, 1930-94
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Mission Work in Japan-Why the Study Was Made, [1929-307]

Tsuno Bue/Follow Me, Feb 1930-Oct 1932:

Fellowship House Writings by Sam and Dorothy, 1931-32

Dorothy -Writings and Speeches on Japan, 1929-35

Dorothy- Women and Missions Magazine Article, 1937

Sherwood Eddy’s Biography of Sam, 1937

Cooperative Farm by Sam, S. Eddy, and A. Raper, 1947

Dorothy-Writings and Speech Notes, 1936-40

Sam and Dorothy-Study on Kagawa’s Suggestions for Missionaries to
Japan

Fellowship Paper-Christianity and Communism, 1955

Christian Social Action by Sam, Tokyo, 1964 in English

Christian Social Action by Sam, Tokyo, 1964 in Japanese

Sam Atrticles on: Japan, 1965

Dorothy-Writings and Events on Japan, 1947-68

Sam-Correspondence--Course syllabus for Teaching at Princeton, 1969

Racism and Judgment of God in Philadelphia -Syllabus for Group Study by
Sam, [19707?]

Facing the Future-A Family Look Ahead by Sam, Easter 1972

Sense of Fellowship and Partnership, by Sam, in Japan Christian Quarterly,
1977

H.L. Mitchell and Southern Tenant Farmers Union, 1974-78

Tokyo Union Theological Seminary, 1977-78.

Farms by Sam, [1978-79]

Early Years of Delta Cooperative Farm and Providence Cooperative Farm-
by Sam, 1980

Early Years of the Delta Cooperative Farm and the Providence Cooperative
Farm book by Sam, 1980
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N NN~

SNIENIENIEN

3 Correspondence-Shirley Henderson on Sam’s DCF Book, 1981

4 Sam-Writings on Ethics, 1977-82

5 Sam- Articles and Editorials on Peace, 1959-84

6 Niebuhr Study, 1984

7 Sam-Services, Papers, Publications, 1952-85

8 Sam-Cooperative Farming: Mississippi, 1988

9 Kiyoshi Sacon, Mission in Japan and Missionary, Looking Ahead in Hope,
1990

10 Sam-Publications, 1983-91

11 Sam-Japan Study, 1988-92

12 Sam’s 90" Birthday Booklet-People Who Have Made a Difference, 1992

13 Threat of Nuclear War-Papers, Publications, [1979-867]
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Series 8: Photographs, 1930-64
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Japanese Students, [19307?]

Sam'’s Trip to Europe, Aug. 1935

Sam and Dorothy, 1943

Study Fellowship and other Photos, 1954-56
Photos, 1935-64

Photos, [19?77?]
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9

9
9
9

O O ©

O O O o

1 1 Sam- Maryville Doctoral Degree, 1946

1 2 Clippings, 1955

1 3 Sam and Dorothy-Tokyo Seminary Honors, 1968

1 4 Memorabilia 1925-73

[Relocated to Series 10 OS Box 4 Folder 1] Moscow Daily Newspaper, 1935,

[Relocated to Series 10 OS Box 4 Folder 9] Japanese Map, undated

[Relocated to Series 10 OS Box 4 Folder 10] Page of Japanese Writing, undated

1 5 Hebron Presbyterian Church, 1967-75

1 6 Maryville Award to Dorothy, Maps, Japanese Church Documents, [1983]

1 7 Church Clippings and Services, 1972-88

[Relocated to Series 10 OS Box 4 Folder 7] Clippings from Presbyterian Layman and

Owl and Spade 1980, 1983

8 Toyohiko Kagawa Centennial Event, 1988

9 Sam-90™" Birthday Retrospective, 1992

10 Obituaries for Dorothy and Donation of Body to Science, 1993

11 Clippings and Memorabilia,[19?7?]

Relocated to Series 10 OS Box 4 Folder 2] Map of Mexico, Central America, W. Indies,
1939

[Relocated to Series 10 OS Box 4 Folder 3] Map of Japan, 1945

[Relocated to Series 10 OS Box 4 Folder 4] Communism in Asia Clipping [1957?]

[Relocated to Series 10 OS Box 4 Folder 5] Map of Smokey Mountains, 1961

[Relocated to Series 10 OS Box 4 Folder 6] Knoxville Journal Clipping, July 4, 1972
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Series 9: General, 1930-94 (Cont’d)
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Clippings and Memorabilia,[1977?]

[Relocated to Series 10 OS Box 4 Folder 8] Confusion about Japan Washington Post

Clipping, Feb, 1992

[Relocated to Series 8 Box 1 Folder 4] Photos, [19?7?]

Series 10: Outsize Items, 1928-92
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Photograph-Outgoing Missionary Conference, Princeton Seminary, 1928

Moscow Daily Newspaper, 1935

Maps of Mexico, Central America, West Indies, 1939

Tenant Farmers Plight Described by Speakers Carpenter and Franklin,
Asheville Citizen, NC, July 20, 1940

District Attorney Takes Blast at Willie McGee Supporters, Laurel Leader-
Call, Laurel, Mississippi, March 28, 1951

Map of Japan, 1945

Clipping on Communism in Asia, International Edition Supplement, [1957?]

Map of Smokey Mountains, 1961

Knoxville Journal Front Page, July 4, 1972

Presbyterian Layman, Owl and Spade Clippings, 1980, 1983

Washington Post Clipping, February 17, 1992

Japanese Map, [1977]

Japanese Writing, [19?7]



